
January 26, 2021 Council Meeting 
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on January 

26, 2021 in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:00 PM with Mayor Kathy Lawson 

presiding. Other Council Members present included Danny Turner, Jennifer Bowles, Tammy 

Pearson and Chad Martin.  Staff present included City Manager Leon Towarnicki, Assistant City 

Manager/City Attorney Eric Monday, Clerk of Council Karen Roberts, MiNET Director Mike 

Scaffidi and MiNET Accounts Manager Kathy Reed, Finance Director Linda Conover, Assistant 

Finance Director Mandy McGhee, Commissioner of Revenue Ruth Easley, and Deputy Police 

Chief Rob Fincher. 

Mayor Lawson called the meeting to order and advised Council would go into Closed Session 

beginning at 6:15 PM.  In accordance with section 2.1-344 (A) Code of Virginia (1950, and as 

amended) and upon a motion by Council Member Pearson with the following 3-0 recorded vote:  

Council Member Pearson, aye; Council Member Martin, aye; and Mayor Lawson, aye.  Council 

Member Turner arrived after Closed Session began.  Vice Mayor Bowles had a family emergency 

and joined the meeting at 8:00pm. Council convened in Closed Session to discuss the following 

matters: (A) Consultation with legal counsel and briefings by staff members, attorneys or 

consultants pertaining to actual or probable litigation, or other specific legal matters requiring 

the provision of legal advice by such counsel, as authorized by Subsection 7.  At the conclusion 

of Closed Session, each returning member of Council certified that (1) only public business 

matters exempt from open meeting requirements were discussed in said Closed Session; and (2) 

only those business matters identified in the motion convening the Closed Session were heard, 

discussed, or considered during the A motion was made by Council Member Turner; seconded 

by Council Member Martin, with the following 4-0 recorded vote in favor to return to Open 

Session: Mayor Lawson, aye; Council Member Martin, aye; Council Member Turner, aye; and 

Council Member Pearson, nay. (Per Tammy Pearson’s email dated January 29, 2021, Pearson 

stated that she misunderstood the meaning of the statement read by Mayor Lawson and voting 

Nay “was a “newbie” mistake”. Pearson asked to “please add a footnote that I misunderstood the 

vote and vote yes now that I have a clear understanding”) 

Mayor Lawson called the meeting to order.   

Following the Pledge to the American Flag and invocation by Council Member Martin, Lawson 

welcomed everyone to the meeting.  Lawson explained that the meeting would follow COVID 

guidelines, allowing limited attendance and recognizing social distancing recommendations.  

Hear an update on the City transition to town status – City Attorney Monday explained to 

Council that Stephen Piepgrass of the law firm Troutman Pepper would be joining the meeting 

electronically to update on the reversion process and progress.  Piepgrass went over a 

PowerPoint detailing key dates in the reversion process, points of agreement and dispute 

between Martinsville and Henry County, and commonly asked questions related to reversion.  

Council Member Pearson said that information from Commissioner of Revenue Easley 
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disputes some of the tax information provided by Troutman Pepper which she feels should be 

noted.  Pearson asked if Council decided to decline Town Status, is it correct that Martinsville 

would have to wait 5 years to apply for reversion again. Piepgrass says he felt that was correct, 

subject to confirmation.  Council Member Turner mentioned the amount of money that the 

City has put into economic development. Piepgrass explained that Henry County requests all 

revenue sharing be voided but Martinsville does not agree to that stipulation and feels there is 

no legal obligation to void those contracts. Piepgrass explained that the County’s position at 

this point is a “wishlist” and it’s up to the panel of judges to decide.   
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Conduct a public hearing regarding a planned Community Development Block Grant 

application for the Pine Hall Road area – Towarnicki explained that this grant application is a 

third attempt to qualify for funds for the Pine Hall area.  Mark McCaskill participated in the 

meeting via Zoom and presented a PowerPoint detailing the project’s team members, details of 

what a CDBG-Community Development Block Grant is and its purpose and overview, a history 

of previous CDBG projects, project development activities, how the CDBG grant proposal is 

developed and the grant timeline along with a list of needs in the community.  McCaskill 

explained that tonight is the first of two required public hearings.  Because of COVID 

restrictions, Council Member Turner recommended that Council offer a public hearing in a 

larger venue such as an auditorium to allow adequate attendance by the public.  McCaskill 

explained that they plan to offer two additional public information meetings.  Council Member 

Martin asked when money is received for the grant, can some of the funds be used to provide 

food at the meetings to attract more residents.  McCaskill said he would look into that. Mayor 
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Lawson opened the floor to public comment.  No one approached the podium so the public 

hearing was closed. 
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Approve minutes from the January 12, 2021 Council Meetings – Council Member Martin 

made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Council Member Turner seconded the 

motion with all Council Members voting in favor.  

Read a Proclamation acknowledging February 2021 as Black History Month – Council 

Member Martin read the proclamation which will be mailed to Naomi Hodge-Muse, President 

of the local NAACP.  
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Hear an update regarding a pilot project in the City of Martinsville by The Alliance for 

National and Community Resilience – Kris Bridges introduced Ryan Colker, Executive Director 

of the Alliance for National and Community Resilience who participated electronically by 

Zoom.  Bridges detailed the importance of this project.  Martinsville is striving to meet all three 

levels of the benchmark in hopes that we will come away with some level of resilience rating. 

Jonathan Hummer, recent graduate of University of Virginia and local Eagle Scout is assisting 

in this project.  Hummer plans to enter the field of environmental law.  Mayor Lawson said 

that benchmarking is very important and she looks forward to further discussion on this 

project.  Council Turner said that his number one concern is the electric policy and the cost 

involved.  Council Member Pearson asked which private sectors they are working with, Bridges 

said part of the presentation is to bring more people on board to gain knowledge of what the 

public wants and needs. Council Member Martin asked if the rating would be shared on the 

website and how that could affect the cost of insurance for the City. Colker verified that this 

project could benefit economic development and could result in lower insurance costs and 

incentives.  
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Hear an update on FY21 Telecommunications operations – Telecommunications Director 

Mike Scaffidi presented a PowerPoint to update Council on the telecommunications operations 

in FY21 including a list of department employees, revenue and expenses, general points of 
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interest, ongoing projects and initiatives, costs-speed-signup process, value of service 

provided, the expected future of MiNET, and an update on getting Martinsville students on 

WIFI. Council Member Pearson said that she is amazed at the amount of work the department 

handles with a small staff.  She has viewed competitor pricing and asked how MiNET 

determined pricing for the City. Scaffidi contacted other communities with similar systems and 

due to municipal laws, MiNET can be competitive but not lower on the price. Scaffidi shared 

contact information for anyone interested in getting services. There is a waiting list and 

Martinsville students are the priority. Scaffidi shared that the department also handles traffic 

signals in the City and are currently installing Opticom systems which require infrastructure 

upgrades. Scaffidi explained that antennas were installed using CARES funding to benefit the 

underserved school children.  The school has committed to paying services for student for 12-

months. At the end of that 12-months, the household may decide to continue those services 

by completing a private contract with the City.  Vice Mayor Bowles would like to know the cost 

of additional antennas.  The elderly community is concerned that they will no longer have a 

landline if they opt into MiNET. Scaffidi explained the process of how residents can keep their 

same phone number and have their phone connected to MiNET. Bowles would like to see the 

pricing and internet options available on the City website for residents to review. Council 

Member Turner said that water has corroded the underground copper and affected 

CenturyLink services. Martinsville City offers copper through CenturyLink, cable through 

Comcast and fiber through MiNET; Scaffidi recommended that it is good to have a primary 

system and a second means for backup. 
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Hear a summary of the City’s quarterly finance report for the period ending December 31, 

2020 – Linda Conover presented the quarterly finance report.  Vice Mayor Bowles made a 

motion to approve the finance report as presented.  Council Member Martin seconded the 

motion with four Council Members voting in favor. Pearson had stepped out of the room prior 

to the vote. 
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Consider approval of consent agenda – Vice Mayor Bowles made a motion to approve the 

Consent Agenda as presented.  Council Member Martin seconded the motion with all Council 

Members voting in favor.  

 

Business from the Floor – Mayor Lawson read an email from Ural Harris, 217 Stuart Street 

asking questions about the MiNET service, internet to students and the CARES funding.  Most 

of Harris’s questions were answered during Scaffidi’s presentation. Harris also requested that 

Council information be updated on the City website.   

Comments by City Council – Council Member Martin thanked Mike Scaffidi and the staff for 

their hard work.  A year ago, the Appalachian Regional Commission had grants listed for rural 

areas, he recommended Scaffidi check into those.  Council Member Pearson thanked 

Commissioner of Revenue Easley for her information regarding reversion.  Pearson asked that 

information be posted on the City website and that Easley provide that information to the public 
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at a future Council meeting.  Pearson did not have the opportunity to vote on reversion but she 

is reviewing the information provided by the City and Henry County and she encourages 

residents do the same.  Council needs to hear resident feedback on reversion, at any moment 

the reversion process can be stopped by a majority Council vote.  Pearson received her first 

COVID vaccine today and encouraged residents to do the same. She directed them to West 

Piedmont Health Department to schedule their appointment. Council Member Turner said once 

the Supreme Court approves City reversion, there is a 21-day waiting period so it is important 

that Council hear community opinions.  The US Post office has reinstated door service in the 

areas of Martinsville that had recently halted service due to supposed dog danger.  Vice Mayor 

Bowles had a family emergency and thanked God for keeping everyone safe.  Bowles 

congratulated Turner for his work with the Post Office and getting that issue resolved for the 

residents. She encourages residents to get the COVID vaccine.  Residents should understand 

that Council Members are there to serve the community and she encourages residents to reach 

out to them.  Mayor Lawson echoed comments about citizen input; Resident opinions and input 

is essential and if residents have questions or concerns reach out to a Council Member.  Lawson 

congratulated Turner also for his assistance in getting the Post Office situation resolved.  Lawson 

thanked Bowles and Turner for helping with the flags on MLK Day.  Lawson asked the City 

Manager if there could be a billing insert or magnet made that lists the emergency after hours 

numbers for utilities.  Mayor Lawson also asked for an updated property demolition list from 

Inspections. 

Comments by the City Manager – City Manager Towarnicki touched on a previous pedestrian 

fatality at the intersection of Moss and Market Street. The family had presented a petition to 

Council asking that something be done in that area to protect pedestrians crossing the 

intersection.  Along with assistance from VDOT and a process for such projects called Smart 

Scale, Towarnicki received word that there are four projects from this scoring system that are 

being considered for funding and the Moss/Market intersection was one of them. There is a good 

chance that there will be funding awarded for this project.  This is also the only pedestrian 

project being considered.  

There being no further business, Vice Mayor Bowles made a motion to adjourn the meeting; 

the motion was seconded by Council Member Martin with all Council Members voting in favor.  

The meeting adjourned at 9:00pmy. 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts      Kathy Lawson 

Clerk of Council           Mayor   


